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Nicholas de Burgh, John Decroso, and Abraham Preston
were temporarily employed at the Tower at various dates
between 1641 and 1644, John East being still under
graver, whilst Edward Greene, the official chief graver
of many years' standing, died towards the end of the
last-mentioned year.73 The coinage at Oxford presents
more difficulties, if we attempt to judge by style, than
does that of York, for not only have we to dismiss from
our mind the peculiar method of striking which we are
accustomed to associate with the name of Briot, but we
have a formidable rival in artistic merit with whom to
contend in Thomas Eawlins. Uncertainty haunts our
steps when we endeavour to draw a line between his
work and that of Briot, for portraiture, which should be
our surest test, fails us, in that identical medals were
made by these two artists whilst the King was at Oxford
in 1643, the only difference being in the artists' initials
under the bust.74 It is believed that the taking of

73                                  Simon was at this time also working at the Mint, but his attention
appears to have been principally absorbed in making seals.  His
official appointment as maker of coins is of April 4, 1645,

74                                 Med. III., vol. i. pp. 808-309, Nos. 134, 135, and 136, dated 1643.
We notice that No. 135, as catalogued in Medallic Illustrations of
British History, is not signed, but a similar example in the Hunter
cabinet has . 00. below the bust, and I think a trace of the signature
in this form can be made out on the Museum specimen.   We find
some of Briot's dies still in use after his death (see Med. HI., vol. i.
p. 336, Nos. 179 and 180, and p. 309, No. 136), some reverses bearing
date 1648 (p. 336, No. 179), and even 1660 (p. 309, No. 136), but marks
of rust on these prove that the dies had been laid aside for the time,
whilst I venture to think the undated pieces (see No. 180) belonged
originally to the issues of 1643.    The earlier issues, known in
Medallic Illustrations as "Peace or War," are therein referred to
the period of the "taking of Bristol in consequence of the King's
expression of his wish for peace as opposed to these miserable
bloody distempers, which, as he informed his Council, " have dis-
quieted this poor kingdom" (see Clarendon's History, 1843, p. 411).
On the other hand, another likely occasion of yet earlier issue may have